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TADEUSZ WILCZYNSKI'S (1888-1981) AND JOZEF TRESZKA’S
(1906-1945) IMAGES OF THE FORGOTTEN WORLD

Abgiscbke axademiuHe cepedoguuie nouamKy 08adysimozo Cmoaim-
ms. KoHyeHmpyeanocst 0oekona Ab8iscbko20 yHigepcumemy, 32000M —
Yuisepcumemy Ana Kasumupa, i exaouano bazamo sudamHux npeo-
cmasHukig Hayku. Ceped cnigpobimHuKie i cmyoeHmig 6Yysu K NOAAKU,
max i ykpaiHyi. Aveie cmas micuem, de ynpoooerxk 080x Oecsimuimo
MDK ceimosumu giliHamu meopunace kyaemypa i Hayka. Ceped ma-
J08I0OMUX 8 HAUWL UAC ACNeKmi8 — icmopisi NPUPOOHUX HAYK, 00 SIKUX
donyuanuce maxi eudamui yueHi sik A. Pexman, M. Pauibopcvruil
mowgo. Ocoba, wo noxodums i3 Ubozo cepedosulya, i maiixe sabyma 8
IMonvwi, — sudamnuuil paropucm, npogpecop Tadeyur Binbuurcokuil. Lle
cmocyemubcest i 020 Opyea ma noci0o8HUKA, 8UNYCKHUK /Ab8iecbikoi no-
snimexHiku — sicHuka FOsega Tpewru.

Mema cmammi — Ha OCHO8L apXiBHUX Mamepianié npoaHaisysamu
8HeCoK 080X 3a3HAUEHUX OCIO 8 pO38UMOK iCmopii Kyabmypu i Kysiemyp-
HOi aHmMponosoeii, a makKoxK nokasamu ix pons y sbeperxeHHi Kyabmyp-
Hol cnadwuHu, cninbHoi ons ITonvwi Ui Yrpainu. Came 3a80sKU yum
HaMYpaaicmam Mu MOXKemo nogepHymucst 00 c8imy, sikozo 3HUK 8 pe-
3yabmami 8iliHU i noaimuuHUxX nepemeopeHrs. BiH — Haul CnitbHUlL cna-
dok, skuil mae bymu 3axuweHuil, sk 6yos wo, wo 06’eoHye i Hadae Ham
MOIKNUBICMB MBOPUMU CNUTbHE MATIOYmMHE, TpyHmMosaHe Ha 0iano3i.

A Tadeyw Binvuurcokuii, max i FOseg Tpewka npucessmunu cebe
omozpadpii, cmeopusuU YHIKANIbHI 306parKeHHst ix yarobneHozo ceimy,
CxioHux Kapnam — I'yuynswuHu. Y cmammi mu cnpobdyemo npoaHai-
3yeamu ix gpomozpachiuHy npodykuyiro i 3’sicyseamu ii 3HAUeHHsL Y Haul
yac. Takox 6yoe noka3aHo sK HA YUX HaMypasaicmie ma eHmysiacmie
npupoou i KYyabmypu 2yuy.iie enaueaniu nodibHi pobomu, npucesiueHi
Yoproeopii Ui [Tokymmuio.

Knrouoei cnoea: T. Binvuurcokuii, FO. Tpewra, I'yuyavuuHa.

Introduction. The Lviv academic environment of the early twen-
tieth century was centred above all around the Lviv University, later
on Jan Kazimierz University, and produced many outstanding repre-
sentatives of science. Among the employees and the students as well
were both Poles [15] and Ukrainians [6]. Lviv became a place where
the culture and the science of the two decades between the world
wars were born. Special, alas hardly known in our own time, is the
story of the activities of the natural sciences, which attracted such
outstanding scientists like for instance Antoni Rehman [23, p.51-65],
Marian Raciborski [2, p.441-443] et al. A person originating from
this environment — and almost forgotten in Poland - is the prominent
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florist, prof. Tadeusz Wilczynski. It is to him as well as to his friend
and follower — graduate of the Lviv Polytechnics — the forester Jozef
Treszka that I want to devote this paper.

The character of the paper is not that of an analysis of the sci-
entific output. Its objective is to present a contribution to the history
of culture and to cultural anthropology, which is the archive material
concerning these two persons. And it should be noted that they both
significantly contributed to the preservation of the cultural heritage,
shared by Poland and Ukraine. Because these naturalists had a pas-
sion thanks to which we can return to the world that no longer exists
as a result of the war and the political transformations. It is our com-
mon legacy that must be protected and presented as something that
unites and enables us to create a common future based on dialogue.

Indeed, both Tadeusz Wilczynski and Joézef Treszka devoted
themselves to the passion of photography, thanks to which unique
images of their beloved world, especially of the Eastern Carpathians —
Hutsulshchyna, have been preserved. In the paper, we will attempt —
to only a slight extent — to bring a closer view of the two authors, and to
indicate the existence of their photographic output and its significance
for the present day. Both these naturalists and enthusiasts of nature
and the Hutsul culture made efforts to render it the same form in
which they encountered it at the very source during their field studies
in the area of Chornohora and Pokuttia [4; 8; 9; 14; 17].

1. Tadeusz Wilczyriski - the «Ghost of Chornohoran!

Tadeusz Wilczyniski was born on 27% October 1888 in Chotowa?
near Debica. The Wilczynski family came from a peasant back-
ground even though his father — Feliks [22] — was already an edu-
cated man. He worked as a lawyer in a lot of localities in West Galicia
and then Malopolska (Lesser Poland). The Wilczynski finally settled
down in Bochnia®, where Tadeusz also completed secondary school
(Gimnazjum). The young Tadeusz commenced, in 1908, studies at
the Faculty of Philosophy of the Lviv University where he studied
natural history under the guidance of prof. Marian Raciborski. It was
also there that he associated himself with the Institute of Biology
and Botany [18] established by him, where he carried out research
that would serve him to obtain the doctoral degree. However, he was
forced to discontinue his research because in 1914 he was kidnapped
as a hostage by the Russian army troops. He resumed his botanical
work after his return to Lviv and continued it for the rest of his life.

From 1910 Wilczynski studied the flora of the Eastern Carpathians
and Podolia. These regions were most dear to him although they were
not the only ones he dealt with. And in 1920 he started employment as
a renowned and very gifted young scientist at the Institute of Botany of

! Wilczynski was called so by the poet Tadeusz Szantroch (1888-1942),
who met him in Chornohora in the 1920 s.

2 Chotowa - a village in Poland located in the Podkarpackie Province,
county of Debica, commune of Czarna.

3 Bochnia — a county town in the Malopolskie Province.
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the Jan Kazimierz
| University in Lviv.
| He worked there
until 1922. In
1922, disagree-
ing with the policy
pursued by the
faculty = manage-
ment, he gave up
his work and left
the University. The
{ place that beca-
me his sanctuary
| was the worldwide
A - known  Dziedus-
Photo by unknown. Tadeusz Wilczyriski - the lastin  zycki Family Na-
the back. 1920 s. tural History Mu-
seum [1]. There, he became the curator of the botanical collections.
Admittedly, this was rather voluntary work but it offered him the pos-
sibility to pursue his botanical passion.

In 1923 Tadeusz Wilczynski began work at the State Botanical
and Agricultural Station in Lviv!. He performed his work at its branch
at Polonyna Pozyzevska? holding the post of an assistant there.
Wilczynski rebuilt the building of the sta-
tion, destroyed during the First World War
and developed the Station so as to en-
able conducting scientific research there.
From the period of his stay at Chornohora
are also his photographs of the Hutsul re-
gion (Hutsulshchyna) that render the im-
age of the Eastern Carpathians after the
First World War. In the following years at
the station, Wilczynski works there as a
lecturer from 1924 and as its head un-
til 1929. The station was visited by many
Polish, Ukrainian and Czech scientists
conducting their research there, which
we find out about from the Visitors’ Book
started by Wilczynski that contains their

e

Photo by unknown. Tadeusz : . P
Wilczyriski - 1920 s. entries [22, p.22-65]. Wilczynski’s work

! During the partition period it bore the name: «National experimental
station of botany and agriculture in Lviv» and was located at no. 7 Badenich
str. During the Second Republic it was «State botanical and agricultural
station» at no. 40 Zyblikiewicza str. in Lviv.

2 The high-mountain garden of the State Botanical and Agricultural
Station was established in 1899. After being destroyed during the First World
War, the station was rebuilt in 1923 and bore the name, «High-Mountin
Experimental Station on Polonyna Pozyzevska in the Chornohora Range in
the Eastern Carpathians».
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serves the sci-
ence even to-
day. Nowadays,
it houses the
Institute of Eco- |
logy of the Car-
pathians of the
National Aca-
demy of Scien-
ces of Ukraine
[10, p.13].

During | . W i
his work at E-S - 7
Polonyna  Po- | Sl - ¢

zyze:vska, Wil- Photo by T. Wilczyriski — women in Ukrainian costumes
czynski also

held lectures at the Lviv Polytechnics. In 1929 he establishes the
Medicinal Plant Garden in Lviv, which even today serves the students
of the Danylo Halytsky Lviv National Medical University. In 1932
he returned to the University as a researcher and held classes in
botany and pharmacognosy. Wilczynski contributed, along with his
friends Piotr Kontny' and Stanistaw Kulczynski, to setting up a Swiss
pine reserve in the Carpathians that was founded by Metropolitan
Archbishop Andrey Sheptytsky [24] within the estate of the Greek
Catholic metropolis at Perehinske [3; 7;
16]. Together with Kontny, Wilczynski
made efforts for protection of the nature
of the Eastern Carpathians, especially
the protection of dwarf mountain pine,
which was being exterminated for moun-
tain pine oil [12, p.48].

Among the photographs that Tadeusz
Wilczynski left behind, we also find pho-
tos with Stanistaw Vincenz [11]. The out-
standing, world famous writer brought
Hutsulshchyna into the international
fiction. Photos taken by Wilczynski are a
unique testimony of his life and relation-
ship with the Hutsuls. Wilczyniski was
for many years friends with the Vincenz
family, and apart from the photographs
we also find in his collection letters that

he received form Stanistaw and Irena  Photo by T. Wilczyriski -
Vincenz. a woman in Ukrainian

costume

! Piotr Kontny (1895-1947), doctor, Polish and Ukrainian researcher,
naturalist, publicist, expert on the Eastern Carpathians and Hutsulshchyna.
He was fascinated with folk culture, history of forestry and photography.
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Photo by unknown First row, from the left: adeusz Wilczynski, Piotr Kontny

Photo y Jozef Treszka. Tadeusz
Wilczynski at a Hutsul station (posi-
tive — 1930s)

Photo by T. Wilczyriski. From the
right: dr Stanistaw Vincenz and
Matiyko Zelenchuk (positive —
1920s)

410

After the Second World War
Tadeusz Wilczynski, already as a
postdoctoral graduate and later
on a professor, remained in Lviv.
In 1946-1950 he was the dean of
the Faculty of Pharmacy of the
Lviv Institute of Medicine. He died
on 4th April 1981 in Lviv and was
buried at the Lychakiv Cemetery.
The Lviv Medical University com-
memorated him with a plaque
embedded into the building at
52 Piekarska Street. An appre-
ciative recollection of him was
delivered by prof. Stepan Stoyko
[19, p.5-9] from the Institute of
the Eastern Carpathians of the
National Academy of Sciences
of Ukraine. He spoke the follow-
ing words about him: «He was a
genuine scientist and enthusi-
ast. (...) He valued botany above
all else. It was his love, his sense
of life. (...) He was interested in
Hutsulshchyna and thought that
it is not only nature that must be
protected by the cultural heritage
as well. He wrote about the flora
of the Chornohora Range. He was
passionate about monuments of
the Hutsul architecture (wooden
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Orthodox churches), ornamentations, folk customs»/The funeral of
Tadeusz Wilczynski in Lviv gathered a huge number of people. Both
Poles and Ukrainians took farewell of him as he was an exceedingly
respected man [5, p.0].

In the collection left by Wilczynski, which was transferred to Poland
under his will, it is not only his photographs and documents that are
preserved but also a whole collection of negatives by his follower and
friend - the aforementioned Jo6zef Treszka. The collections amount to
thousands of copies that are in the course of being arranged.

2. Jozef Treszka — the forgotten photographer

How it came about that these two enthusiasts of nature met, we
do not know. It might have been so that Wilczynski, while penetrat-
ing the Eastern Carpathians in his botanical work, arrived at the
house of the forester Zygmunt Treszka, living in Burkut!. This is a
small but well known locality at the foot of the Chornohora. It is high-
ly possible as Jézef Treszka’s father was a well-known forester who,
like Wilczynski, was passionate about the flora of the Chornohora,
which he gathered and marked. This way he complied the entire her-
barium of Chornohora [13, p.1224]. For this work, he was decorated
at the National Exposition in Lviv in 19092. An essential work of his
is also Protection of useful birds [20], published and awarded by the
Galychina Forestry Society?®.

Jozef, son of Zofia and Zygmunt Treszka, was born on 1St
December 1906. About Jozef Treszka himself we know relatively lit-
tle. According to what we managed to find out, after completing his
secondary education he embarked on studies in Lviv. He studied for-
estry thus continuing the family tradition. Forest and environmental
protection became his passion. He was active in the Lviv Forestry
Society as a board member. He was also a member and secretary of
the Lviv branch of the State Council for Nature Conservation (7, p.3].
As we find out from a recollection of him, «<He belonged to the fanatics
of nature conservation, who searched for and registered all relics and
natural monuments throughout Poland» [13, p.1224]. Jozef Treszka
was also a supporter of the Lviv Animal Protection League®. In his
scientific work, Treszka became associated with the college that he
had graduated form, i.e. the Lviv Polytechnics. He collaborated with
the Chair of Forest Botany at the Faculty Agriculture and Forestry,
which was headed by Prof. Dr Szymon Wierdak [21, p.189].

At that time, Treszka also began to collaborate closer with
Tadeusz Wilczynski. As a result of this collaboration, a lot of photo-
graphs were created, in which he immortalised Wilczynski but above

! Burkut — a village in the Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast in Ukraine.

2 General National Exhibition in Lviv — established in 1894 as a huge ex-
hibition promoting the achievements of Galicia. It consisted of 129 pavilions,
with 34 main sections. It occupied an area of 50 ha near the Stryiskyi Park.

3 Established in 1882 in Lviv as Galychina Forestry Society.

4 From 1876, there was the Galician Animal Protection Association in
Lviv. The Animal Protection League came into existence in 1925.
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[ Photo by J. Treszka. Self-portrait |

all the Eastern Carpathians,
which he wandered about with
him. During those expeditions,
Treszka photographed the nature,
Hutsuls, Orthodox churches, vil-
lage fairs or the work performed by
the inhabitants of Hutsulshchyna.
The spontaneity of some photo-
graphs also shows the character
of their author; his curiosity, sen-
sitivity and joyful — occasionally
light-hearted — spontaneity.

What is more, Jozef Treszka
photographed very extensively. He
was a person who remembered
the daily events in the lens. He
attempted to take photographs
of the ordinary events, like social
meetings, or friends on a walk,
the daily lives of people he met.
He photographed his scouts dur-
ing their trips to the Lviv area or to
the Eastern Carpathians. He left

behind photographs of the scientific and the social circles. He also
found great passion in photographing the nature. If he were alive, he
would presumably be a famous photographer; however, his activity

was interrupted by the war.

Photo by Jozef Treszka — Hutsuls — (negative, 1934)
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Photo by Jozef Treszka — Hutsul
women (negative, 1937)

Photo by Joézef Treszka — Young
Hutsuls — Hutsulshchyna (negative,
1937)

P

i

.

Photo by Jozef Treszka — Children,
Hutsulshchyna (negative, 1937)

Photo by Jézef Treszka. Forest
workers in the Eastern Carpathians
travelling on a narrow-gauge train —

(negative, 1937)

Photo by J. Treszka. A Hutsul chapel
in Zabie' - (negative, 1937)
! Currently Verkhovyna — a town
in the Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast in
Ukraine.
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In 1939, in early September,
after the invasion of Poland by
Hitlerite Germany, Treszka vol-
untarily joined «the Battalion
of Sappers in Stanistawow and
there from, via Hungary and
Yugoslavia, he came on time to
join the Army in France, and then
Britain»[13, p.1224]. Treszka’s
trail led through Hungary as far
as the Netherlands where he was
killed on 21st April 1945, being
then a soldier in the rank of sec-
ond lieutenant. His car drove over

Photo by Jozef Treszka. Hutsulian a mine, and the .Wounds Were so

Kosiv — City Mountain! — (negative, ~ Severe that despite the treatment

1937) provided he died. He was bur-

ied in Holland, in a cemetery in

Sellingen? and then moved to the Polish Military Cemetery in Breda®.

Sadly, the fate turned out to be ruthless to this gifted forester and pho-

tographer as his death preceded his planned few days’ holiday that he
was going to spend with his brother Adam* in London [13, p.1224].

Conclusion. This small selection from the output of Tadeusz
Wilczynski and Jézef Treszka enables us to trace their fates but also
to indicate the existence of the collection that it was possible to find
only a few years ago. The collection left behind by prof. Wilczynski
contains not only photographs and negatives but also a great amount
of epistolographic documentation. It is this part of the collection that
will make it possible to present — in a near future — the image of the
person of Wilczynski, as well as the relationships that prevailed in
the environment of Lviv’s naturalists in the early 20" century and
during its first half.

A prominent position in Wilczyniski’s collection is occupied by
Jozef Treszka’s negatives. They themselves form a document being
a perfect material for the history of culture and visual anthropol-

! Kosiv — a county town in the Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast in Ukraine.

2 Sellingen — a town in the north of the Netherlands, province of Gro-
ningen.

3 TRESZKA Jozef, 2Lt, 987/10/1, 1.12.1906 Burkut, county of Hutsulian
Kosiv, 1. Pol. Dyw. Panc., 1. Komp. Park. Sap.21.4.1945, Temporary Hospital,
Sellingen, the Netherlands in General Cemetery at Sellingen, the Netherlands,
C.16.898b, Breda, Polish War Cemetery, B.6.3. Deadly wounded by mine ac-
cident at Rhede, Germany. See http://www.polishwargraves.nl/bred/0357.
htm (retrieved 09.10.2016.)

4 Adam Treszka (1911 in Kuty — 1985 in London), Polish lawyer, publicist
and social activist. Graduated in law at the Jan Kazimierz University in Lviv.
During this time he held the function of the chairman of the Lviv’s association
for aid to students — ‘Bratniak’. From 1939 abroad. Settled down in London
where he was the editor and publicist as well as the chairman of the Koto
Lwowian in 1974-1985.
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ogy, enabling studies on the period in which Jo6zef Treszka lived. The
world preserved by him is candid, it makes in a way a running cover-
age of the places, events, meetings and fascinations that were his. In
the scanned part of the collection we can see the territory of today’s
Ukraine but also of today’s Poland, which to a large extent has be-
come a mere recollection combined with nostalgia.

Both of the described naturalists left us with a legacy of a mate-
rial that can serve the purpose of academic reflection but can also
become the object of aesthetic experiences. What is more, it can be-
come a contribution to international academic and cultural meetings,
during which the legacy of them both will be a material inspiring and
encouraging to pursue one’s own passions. Undoubtedly, also the
Eastern Carpathians and particularly the Hutsul culture are worth
further investigation and Tadeusz Wilczynski’s and Jozef Treszka’s
output can significantly contribute to this.
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Kpuwmod Odyoa

Tadeyw Bunvuunckuii (1888-1981) u FOse¢p Tpewrxa (1906-1945):
usobparcas ymepsiHHbLIL MUp

Abeosckas akademuueckas cpeda Hauanra XX eexa KOHUeHMpupo-
sanockb eokpyz Abeosckozo yHusepcumema, nosxke — YHusepcumema
SAna Kasumupa, u ekanouana MHo2ux ebloarouuxcs npedcmasumeneii
Hayku. Cpedu compyoHUuKo8 U cmydeHmos bbliu KaK NoasKu, mawk u
yKkpauHusl. Abe08 cmas mecmom, 20e 8 meueHue 08yx decssmusiemuil
MeNKOY MUPOBLIMU 80UHAMU MEOPUNACL KYyabmypa u Hayka. Cpedu
MANOU3BECHBLX 8 HaUle 8peMsl ACNeKMo8 — UCTOPUSL eCMeCmeeHHbLX
HAYK, K KOMOpPbIM NPUBLEeKaluUCs, makKue 8bl0arujuecs yueHvle KaK
A. PexmaH, M. Payubopcokuii u opyaue. Auyo, npoucxooum u3 smoii
cpedvl, u noumu 3abbimoe 8 ITonbwe — 8bloarOWUTLCS paopucm, npo-
geccop Tadeyw BunvuuHckuii. O9mo kacaemcsi u e20 0pyaa U nocne-
dosameunsi, 8blnYcKHUK AbB80BCKOlUL nonaumexHuku — necHuka FOsega
Tpewru.
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lemopuuri Hayku. — Bunyck 9

Ilens cmambu — Ha OCHO8E APXUBHBLX MAMEPUATIO8 NPOAHASUSUPO-
samv 8KA0 08YX YKA3AHHBIX JUY 8 pa3sumue UCMOopUU Kyibmypsl U
KYJbMypHOUL aHMpPONO02UuUl, @ MaKk>Ke noKa3ame UX posb 8 COXpaHe-
HUU KYAbMYpPHO20 Hacaeoust, obwezo onst Ilonswu u Ykpaurol. MmeHHO
610200apst SMUM HAMYPAUCNAM Mbl MOIKEM 8EPHYMBLCL K MUPY, KO-
mopblii ucues 8 pesysbmame 80lHbL U NOAUMUUECKUX NPeobpa308aHUll.
OH — Hawe obwee Hacnedue, Komopoe 00SIKHO OblMb 3AULUULEHO, KAK
8cé, umo obveduHsiem u daem HAM 803MOIKHOCMb meopums obwee oy-
dywee, ocHosaHHOe Ha ouasoze.

Kar Tadeyw Bonuarckull, mak u FOseg Tpewxa nocssmunu cebs
gomozpagpuu, cozo0as YHUKAbHbBLE U30OPAIKEHUSL UX JIHOOUMO20 MUPA,
Bocmounbix Kapnam — I'yuynvuwuHsl. B cmamee mbl nonsimaemcst
NPOAHANUIUPO8AMb UX homozpadpuueckyro NpooYyKyYuUo U 8blIACHUMDb
ee 3HaueHue 8 Haule epems. Tarxrke 6yoem noKasaHo KAK HA 9MUX HA-
mypanaucmos u 3HmMysuacmos npupoodsvl U KYJabmypsl 2Yyyuy/108 eAULNU
nodobHule pabomel, nocssiuweHHsble YepHozopuu u ITokymuto.

Knroueevte cnoea: T. Bunvuurckuil, FO. Tpewra, ['yuyrowuHa.

Krzysztof Duda

Tadeusz Wilczynski (1888-1981) and Josef Treshka (1906-1945):
images of the forgotten world

Lviv academic environment early twentieth anniversary hundred
concentrated around Lviv University, combustion-house —Jan Kazimierz
University, and included many prominent scientists. Among the staff
and students were both Polish and Ukrainian. Lviv became the place
for two-tenth tilt between the world wars created the culture and sci-
ence. Se-Ed little-known aspects of our time — the history of the natural
sciences, which were enlisted such prominent scientists as A. Rehman,
M. Ratsiborskyy more. The person who comes out of this environment,
and almost forgotten in Poland — famous florist, Professor Tadeusz
Wilczynski. This also applies to his friend and follower, a graduate of
Lviv Polytechnic — woodman Josef Treshky.

Purpose of the article — based on archival material to analyze the
contribution of these two entities in the development of cultural history
and anthropology balls-tour and show their role in preserving cultural
heritage, common for Poland and Ukraine. It is this gratitude natural-
ists, we can return to a world that has disappeared as a result of war
and political transformation. He — our common heritage which must be
protected, as anything that unites and gives us the opportunity to create
a common future, grounded in dialogue.

As Wilczynski Tadeusz and Jozef Treshka dedicated se-baa pic-
tures, creating a unique image of their beloved world of the Eastern
Carpathians — Hutsulshchyna. In this article we try to analyze their
photographic products and find out its valuation today. It will also show
how these naturalists and enthusiasts of nature and culture of Hutsul
influenced such works dedicated to Montenegro and Pokuttya.

Key words: T. Wilczynski, J. Treshka, Hutsulshchyna.
Ompumaro: 10.11.2016
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